[Effect of PGE1 on the left ventricular ejection fraction].
12 patients with impaired left ventricular function were submitted to left ventricular ejection fraction measurements before and after increasing doses of PGE1 administered by i.v. or i.a. infusion. 6 responders out of the 12 patients showed a significant (p less than 0.01) improvement in LVEF, whereas the LVEF remained unchanged in the remaining 6 patients. 4 of the responders had received intravenous and 2 had received intraarterial PGE 1. Afterload reduction, venous tonisation, increased myocardial contractility and metabolic effects may be causative factors. These results suggest that PGE 1 therapy may be of therapeutic benefit in some patients with impaired LVEF.